Trends in the Use of Foreign Languages for Professional Priority May 17, 2025

THE ROLE OF ENGLISH IN INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND
DIGITAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP: THE CASE OF UZBEKISTAN

Nuriddinov G’olibjon Lochin 0°g’li

Karimov Muhammadsodiq Zohidjon o’g’li

Haybullayev Jasurbek Azamat 0’°g’li

Students, Hydraulic and Geotechnical Engineering Faculty

“TIIAME” National Research University

Scientific Advisor: Yuldashova Nargiza Abdukholiq qizi
Teacher, English Department
“TIHIAME” National Research University
Abstract: The article “The Role of English in Information Technology and Digital
Entrepreneurship” explores the vital importance of English language proficiency in
the field of IT and modern entrepreneurship. With the rise of digital startups and
international tech collaboration, English has become the dominant language of coding,
innovation, and global business. This article is useful for students, teachers, tech
entrepreneurs, and IT professionals, emphasizing how learning English opens the
doors to global success and innovation.
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Introduction
In recent years, Uzbekistan has witnessed rapid growth in the information
technology sector, supported by government initiatives and global partnerships. As
digital entrepreneurship becomes a key driver of economic development, the
knowledge of English has emerged as a critical factor in the success of tech startups
and IT professionals.
English is the main language of programming, software development, and tech-
related documentation. Popular programming languages like Python, Java, and
JavaScript all use English syntax, and the majority of online resources, forums (such

as Stack Overflow), and learning platforms (like Coursera, Udemy, and
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FreeCodeCamp) are available in English. Without understanding English, it is
difficult to fully participate in the global tech community.

Digital entrepreneurs in Uzbekistan use English to communicate with international
clients, promote their startups on global platforms, and attract investments through
pitching their ideas on websites like AngelList and Crunchbase. According to
Rakhimov (2022), startups that have multilingual team members—especially those
with English skills—are more likely to receive foreign investments and participate in
international accelerator programs.

English also plays a major role in remote work. After the COVID-19 pandemic,
remote and freelance jobs in the IT field have grown dramatically. Platforms like
Upwork, Freelancer, and Toptal require proficiency in English for effective
communication with clients worldwide. Uzbek IT specialists who speak English
fluently can access better-paying jobs, global projects, and international recognition.

Another key aspect is innovation. Most research papers, tech articles, and trend
reports are published in English. IT professionals need to stay updated with the latest
developments in artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, blockchain, and cloud
computing. Without English, understanding these resources becomes a challenge.
Moreover, attending international conferences such as Web Summit or Google 1/0
demands a high level of English proficiency.

In Uzbekistan, initiatives like IT Park and the "One Million Uzbek Coders"
program have emphasized English learning as part of digital education. Universities
now integrate English-language courses within computer science and software
engineering programs. This shift reflects the understanding that without English, the
digital economy cannot grow to its full potential.

Here are some reasons why English matters in I'T and digital business:
1. Access to global knowledge — Over 90% of coding tutorials, forums, and
documentation are in English.

2. Remote job opportunities — Freelancers with English proficiency earn up to

3x more than those without.
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3. International networking — Tech events, webinars, and collaborations require

communication in English.

4. Pitching and funding — Investors expect business plans, websites, and

presentations in English.

5. Staying updated — Trends in Al, cloud, Web3, and cybersecurity are mostly

documented in English.

Despite the advantages, challenges remain. Many talented youth in Uzbekistan
face limitations due to a lack of English skills. However, free learning platforms,
mobile apps like Duolingo and Grammarly, and government-supported language
courses offer great opportunities for self-improvement.

In conclusion, English is no longer just a foreign language; it is a professional tool
in the field of IT and digital entrepreneurship. Mastering English means unlocking
global resources, jobs, and markets. For Uzbekistan to grow as a tech hub in Central
Asia, the promotion of English alongside IT education is essential.

One of the main drivers of success in digital entrepreneurship is digital marketing,
and almost all of its tools, platforms, and strategies are based on English. Whether it’s
Google Ads, SEO (Search Engine Optimization), social media advertising, or email
marketing, knowing English is a must. Uzbek entrepreneurs who wish to promote
their digital products globally need to understand and use English-language
marketing tools.

For example, in Uzbekistan, young programmers have developed apps like
Express24 and Uzum Market, and many of these companies are now expanding
their services abroad. When it comes to preparing app interfaces, user documentation,
privacy policies, or pitching their ideas to foreign investors, they rely on English. A
lack of English can limit user growth beyond the local market.

Case Study:

In 2023, a startup named EduTech.uz developed an Al-based learning platform.

The founders spoke fluent English, which allowed them to join an international

startup accelerator in Singapore. As a result, they received a $50,000 investment and
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access to global mentors. According to the founders, "Our English skills opened
doors that were closed before."
Government Support and Strategy

The government of Uzbekistan recognizes the strategic role of English in IT
development. The Ministry for the Development of Information Technologies and
Communications has introduced several programs encouraging youth to learn both
coding and English. Hackathons, bootcamps, and training sessions often include
English language modules as part of the curriculum.

In addition, the presidential decree on "Development of Digital Uzbekistan - 2030"
emphasizes creating a bilingual workforce. The document highlights the need for
English as a bridge between local developers and international partners.

Challenges and Solutions

Still, many talented young people from rural areas face a language gap. Although
they are skilled coders, their limited English holds them back from accessing foreign
clients or reading documentation. To address this, online initiatives such as the "One
Million Uzbek Coders" project and YouTube tutorials in Uzbek-English hybrid
formats have helped bridge the gap.

Suggestions for Improvement:
o Introduce English-for-IT programs at every university level.
« Encourage developers to write blogs and contribute to GitHub in English.
« Support translation of key IT textbooks into Uzbek while keeping English
terminology.
« Create partnerships with international coding bootcamps offering scholarships
for Uzbek youth.

English is not just a language — it’s a gateway to innovation, investment, and
international collaboration in the digital age. In the IT world, where information
travels at the speed of light, English helps Uzbek developers and entrepreneurs speak
the global language of progress. If Uzbekistan wants to become a tech leader in

Central Asia, investing in English education is no longer optional — it is essential.
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In conclusion, this exploration has unequivocally demonstrated that English is no
longer a peripheral skill but rather a foundational pillar for success in the
interconnected realms of information technology and digital entrepreneurship,
particularly within the burgeoning tech landscape of Uzbekistan. It acts as the
essential linguistic infrastructure underpinning access to global knowledge, lucrative
remote opportunities, vital international networks, crucial funding avenues, and the
ever-evolving currents of technological innovation. The case of EduTech.uz vividly
illustrates how English proficiency can translate directly into tangible benefits like
international investment and mentorship. While acknowledging existing challenges in
equitable access to English education, the proactive measures undertaken by the
Uzbek government, coupled with grassroots initiatives, signal a commitment to
bridging this gap. Ultimately, for Uzbekistan to realize its ambition of becoming a
prominent tech hub in Central Asia and for its digital entrepreneurs and IT
professionals to thrive on the global stage, a sustained and amplified investment in
comprehensive English language education is not merely advantageous — it is an
indispensable strategic imperative for future prosperity and global competitiveness in
the digital age.
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