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Abstract: This article explores the crucial role of the English language in accessing
global economic research, data, and knowledge. In an increasingly interconnected
world, English has become the dominant language of economic literature, academic
publications, and international institutions. The paper highlights how a strong
command of English enables students, researchers, and professionals to engage with
original sources, understand economic terminology, and participate in global
academic and policy-making communities. Drawing on well-known books such as
Globalization and Its Discontents, Capital in the Twenty-First Century, and The
Wealth of Nations, the article emphasizes the importance of reading in English to
gain accurate insight into key economic theories and real-world applications.
Ultimately, the article argues that learning English is essential not only for academic
success but also for professional development and global collaboration in the field of
economics
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Introduction
In today’s era of globalization, having knowledge of economics is a key factor for
every student, researcher, or professional. Especially when it comes to accessing
international economic research and statistical data, the role of language becomes

extremely important. Although there are thousands of languages spoken around the

33



Trends in the Use of Foreign Languages for Professional Priority May 17, 2025

world, English has become the leading language in international economic relations
and academic research. English is not just a tool for communication—it is the main
key that opens the door to economic knowledge. In particular, staying up to date with
economic data, analyses, and statistics and being able to correctly interpret and draw
meaningful conclusions from them requires a good command of the English language.

Today, English is the dominant language of economic literature. The world’s most
prestigious journals, articles, and academic works in economics are written and
published in English. Publications like The Economist, The Journal of Economic
Perspectives, and Harvard Business Review provide the latest developments, theories,
models, and practical experiences in economics. Through such publications, students
and researchers can learn about events occurring in the global economy, develop their
analytical thinking, and deepen their knowledge. These sources also explain how
economic decisions are made, which policies produce what kind of outcomes, and
what approaches are being used to solve global economic problems. But in order to
fully benefit from these resources, one must have a good understanding of English.
Otherwise, relying on secondary sources or poor translations often leads to shallow or
incomplete understanding. Additionally, the world’s leading economic institutions
also carry out their activities mostly in English. Organizations like the World Bank,
International Monetary Fund (IMF), Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD), the United Nations (UN), and the World Trade Organization
(WTO) publish their reports, statistics, forecasts, and policy recommendations
primarily in English. Through their official websites, users can access a wide range of
data on various topics such as national economies, global economic trends, poverty
levels, and fiscal policies. For example, the World Bank’s DataBank contains
hundreds of indicators that users can filter, analyze, and download—all in English.
Without knowing the language, students may struggle to benefit from these vast
resources or misinterpret critical data. Today, economic analysis and research are

increasingly based on digital platforms.
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There are platforms where students and professionals can monitor international
statistics in real time, create graphs and charts, and analyze historical trends.
Platforms like IMF DataMapper, OECD Statistics, UN Comtrade, and Trading
Economics are all designed in English and offer interfaces in English. Using these
tools requires not only general English but also an understanding of economic
terminology. Terms like "Gross Domestic Product,” "monetary policy," and
"exchange rate volatility" must be well understood to interpret the data accurately. By
learning economic English, it becomes much easier to work with these platforms and
conduct meaningful global economic analysis. Knowing English is also crucial for
participating in international academic cooperation. Today, many international
conferences, seminars, and scientific forums are conducted in English. Prestigious
scholarship programs, summer schools, and student exchange programs—such as
Fulbright, Chevening, and Erasmus—require English proficiency as a basic
requirement. Furthermore, top universities like Harvard, Oxford, Cambridge, and the
London School of Economics offer economics programs entirely in English. Students
who know English can also take advantage of high-quality online education on
platforms like Coursera, edX, FutureLearn, and Khan Academy, which offer free and
paid courses in economics, statistics, international trade, and finance. Learning
English not only provides access to knowledge but also greatly expands career
opportunities.

In today’s global job market, professionals who speak English are in high demand.
Working in international organizations, leading collaborative projects with other
countries, publishing academic articles, and participating in global grant programs are
only possible for those who have a strong command of the English language.
Students who know English well can present their research on an international level,
publish in foreign journals, and collaborate with top global research centers. English
plays a central role in accessing international economic research and data. For
students, it is not just a foreign language—it is the main tool that connects them with

global information, knowledge, and academic communities. By learning English,
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students can develop their own approaches to global economic problems, share their
ideas internationally, and prepare to become experts in their field. Learning English is
a step toward knowledge, opportunity, and progress. Therefore, every student in the
field of economics should consider learning English as one of their top priorities.
Through this language, one can connect with the world, gain modern knowledge, and
build a path toward professional success. English today is not only a means of
communication in the global economic environment, but it is also the main tool for
the dissemination of economic knowledge and experience. For example, in his
famous book Globalization and Its Discontents, Joseph Stiglitz provides an in-depth
analysis of how international financial institutions like the IMF and the World Bank
have impacted developing countries. Understanding these analyses and fully grasping
the author’s point of view requires a strong command of English, as the book is rich
with complex economic terminology and ideas. Another example is the book Capital
in the Twenty-First Century by French economist Thomas Piketty. This work, based
on extensive historical data about global income inequality, was originally written in
French, but only gained worldwide popularity after being translated into English. Its
impact in the academic world shows how English has become the language through
which major economic ideas are spread and discussed internationally. Adam Smith’s
The Wealth of Nations is a foundational text in economic theory. In this work, Smith
introduced the concept of the “invisible hand” and explained how market economies
function. Written in English, this book remains a primary source for students and
researchers in economics, and understanding it in its original form provides deeper
insight into the development of classical economic thought.

In Poor Economics, Abhijit Banerjee and Esther Duflo offer a practical and
research-based look into the challenges of global poverty. The book presents results
of numerous field experiments conducted in developing countries, analyzing which
anti-poverty programs are effective. Since the book is written in English, being able
to read it in the original language allows students to better understand the empirical

methods used and the policy implications derived from the research. Why Nations

36



Trends in the Use of Foreign Languages for Professional Priority May 17, 2025

Fail by Daron Acemoglu and James A. Robinson explores the link between a
country’s political institutions and its economic development. This English-language
book uses historical and economic case studies to explain why some nations prosper
while others fall into poverty. The ability to understand such texts in English
enhances not only data literacy but also analytical thinking about economic systems
on a global scale. Michael Lewis’s The Big Short provides a real-world analysis of
the 2008 global financial crisis. It explains the origins and mechanics of the crisis
through vivid storytelling and real-life examples. The book uses many advanced
financial terms such as “subprime mortgage” and “credit default swap,” which are
essential to understanding the financial instruments that triggered the crisis. Reading
it in English helps students grasp the technical aspects of finance and the human
consequences of economic collapse. All these books and the facts they present prove
that English is essential not only for gaining knowledge but also for analyzing it
correctly and drawing meaningful conclusions. Reading original English-language
sources allows students to deeply understand global economic relationships, conduct
their own research, and participate in international discussions. Mastery of English
thus becomes not just a language skill, but a gateway to academic success and global
professional opportunities.
Conclusion

In today’s interconnected world, English plays an indispensable role in accessing
and understanding global economic research and data. For students, researchers, and
professionals in the field of economics, proficiency in English is not just an academic
asset—it is a necessity. English serves as the dominant language in global economic
literature, data platforms, and international institutions, making it the gateway to the
latest economic theories, trends, and policies. By mastering English, students gain
access to essential economic resources, enhance their analytical skills, and improve
their ability to engage in global discussions and academic collaborations. Moreover,
English proficiency opens doors to prestigious academic programs, international

conferences, and career opportunities with leading global organizations. As the
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language of knowledge, it empowers students to not only understand complex
economic concepts but also contribute meaningfully to solving global economic
challenges. Therefore, learning English is more than just an academic requirement—
it is an investment in a student’s future, offering greater opportunities for growth,
learning, and professional success in the global economic arena. Every student in
economics should prioritize mastering English to fully engage with and shape the
world’s economic future.
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