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Abstract: In today's globalized academic and professional environment, English
language proficiency plays a crucial role in higher education, particularly in
economics. This article explores the common challenges faced by students in
developing their English skills within the context of economic studies and suggests
practical, student-friendly solutions to overcome these issues. Drawing from real-life
student experiences, academic literature, and institutional practices, the paper
emphasizes the importance of incorporating English learning into the economics
curriculum. It highlights how improving language skills can directly impact academic
success, access to international resources, and future career opportunities. By
addressing these challenges through a combination of curriculum changes, additional
resources, and active student engagement, it becomes possible to create a more
inclusive and globally competitive academic environment for economics students.
Keywords: English proficiency, economic studies, academic success, language
barriers, curriculum integration, higher education.
Introduction

English has become the lingua franca of global economics, dominating academic
research, international communication, and policy discourse. This presents a
significant challenge for economics students in non-English speaking countries,
where the inherent complexities of economic theories and analytical tools are
compounded by the necessity of learning and engaging with these subjects in English.

As an economics student in such an environment, I have observed firsthand how
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limited English proficiency can impede academic performance and erode confidence.
Many students, despite prior English language education, struggle to navigate the
technical vocabulary, rapid lecture delivery, and unfamiliar academic writing
conventions prevalent in economics. This paper aims to explore the specific
challenges faced by economics students with limited English proficiency, analyze the
multifaceted factors contributing to these difficulties, and discuss potential strategies
at institutional, governmental, and individual levels to mitigate these obstacles and
enhance their academic experience.
Methods

This paper employs a qualitative, first-person perspective informed by my
experiences as an economics student in a non-English speaking country. It also draws
upon existing literature and reports from organizations such as UNESCO and the
British Council to contextualize the challenges and support the proposed solutions.
The analysis integrates personal observations regarding common difficulties
encountered by fellow students, including struggles with discipline-specific
vocabulary, listening comprehension during lectures, reading academic texts, and
producing written and oral assignments in English. Furthermore, it considers the
psychological and social dimensions of language learning, such as language anxiety
and classroom dynamics, which significantly impact students' engagement and
progress. The proposed strategies for improvement are based on a synthesis of
observed needs, existing best practices in English for Specific Purposes (ESP)
education, and the potential of digital learning tools and supportive learning
environments.
Results

The challenges faced by economics students with limited English proficiency are
multifaceted and significantly impact their academic journey. A primary obstacle is
the lack of exposure to academic English specific to economics. General English
instruction often fails to equip students with the specialized vocabulary and formal

language structures encountered in economic literature. Terms such as
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"macroeconomic equilibrium," "opportunity cost,” and "monetary policy
transmission" require nuanced understanding beyond simple translation.
Consequently, students struggle with listening comprehension during English-
language lectures, particularly when delivered at a fast pace or with unfamiliar
accents, hindering note-taking and participation. Reading academic texts also
presents a considerable hurdle due to their density, assumed background knowledge,
and demand for critical analysis, leading to slow comprehension and reduced
motivation.

Furthermore, students often feel unprepared for the writing demands of economics
programs, struggling with structuring arguments, using appropriate academic
vocabulary, and adhering to citation conventions in English essays, reports, and
research papers. Oral communication in English, such as delivering presentations or
participating in class discussions, is often a source of anxiety, leading to reluctance to
speak and limited opportunities for language development and confidence building.
This can negatively affect assessment performance, discourage participation in
international programs, and limit overall learning experiences.

Beyond linguistic challenges, psychological and social factors play a significant
role. Language anxiety, fueled by fear of negative evaluation, can inhibit students
from actively using English in academic settings. Ininclusive classroom environments
or negative reinforcement can further diminish their willingness to practice. Social
dynamics and cultural attitudes towards foreign language learning can also influence
students' self-perception and motivation.

Despite these challenges, several avenues for improvement exist. Integrating
English for Specific Purposes (ESP) courses tailored to economics can provide
targeted instruction in relevant vocabulary, writing styles, and reading skills,
including practice with interpreting economic data and engaging in economic
discourse. Creating more interactive and supportive learning environments through
English-speaking clubs, peer study groups, and academic writing workshops can

encourage active language use in a low-pressure setting. Encouraging lecturers to
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adopt a student-friendly pace and provide preparatory materials can also enhance
comprehension. The strategic use of digital tools and online platforms offering
economics courses and vocabulary-building resources in English can supplement
classroom learning. Engaging with English-language economic news and media can
further enhance both general and specific language knowledge. At the governmental
level, prioritizing foreign language instruction, investing in teacher training, and
supporting international exchange programs can create a more conducive
environment for developing English proficiency.

Finally, fostering student motivation and interest by connecting language skills to
future career aspirations and incorporating real-world economic contexts into
assignments can enhance engagement. Cultivating a growth mindset among students,
emphasizing progress over perfection, and promoting collaboration between language
instructors and economics lecturers are crucial for creating a supportive and effective
learning environment.

Discussion

The findings underscore the significant impact of English language proficiency on
the academic experience of economics students in non-English speaking countries.
The challenges extend beyond mere vocabulary acquisition, encompassing
comprehension, academic literacy, communication skills, and psychological well-
being. Addressing these multifaceted issues requires a holistic approach that
integrates targeted language instruction with supportive learning environments and
leverages available technological resources.

The proposed strategies at the institutional level, such as ESP courses and
interactive learning initiatives, offer practical avenues for directly addressing the
specific linguistic demands of economics studies. By focusing on discipline-specific
language and providing opportunities for active use in a supportive context,
universities can empower their students to engage more confidently with their

coursework. The integration of digital tools and online resources offers scalability
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and flexibility, allowing students to supplement their learning outside the classroom
at their own pace.

Governmental policies that prioritize foreign language education and support
international mobility can create a broader ecosystem that values and fosters
multilingualism. Recognizing the strategic importance of English proficiency for
economic development can lead to increased investment in language education
infrastructure and opportunities for students to enhance their skills through study
abroad and international experiences.

Ultimately, the role of individual student motivation and a supportive learning
environment cannot be overstated. Encouraging a growth mindset and fostering a
classroom culture that values effort and learning from mistakes can significantly
reduce language anxiety and promote active engagement. Collaboration between
language and subject instructors is crucial for ensuring that language support is
integrated and relevant to the specific demands of the economics curriculum.
Conclusion

In conclusion, English language proficiency is inextricably linked to the academic
success and future opportunities of economics students in non-English speaking
countries. While the dominance of English in the field presents significant challenges,
these obstacles are not insurmountable. By implementing targeted institutional
strategies, leveraging technological resources, fostering governmental support, and
cultivating student motivation within a supportive learning environment, universities
can effectively bridge the language gap and empower their students to thrive in their
academic pursuits and contribute meaningfully to the global economic landscape.
Language should not be a barrier to understanding and opportunity but rather a
facilitator of knowledge acquisition and global engagement.
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