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Abstract:This paper explores the relationship between language and style in Russian literature,
focusing on the linguistic characteristics of both lyrical poetry and prose. Through a detailed
linguistic analysis, the study examines how the use of syntax, vocabulary, and stylistic devices in
the works of major Russian writers shapes the narrative and emotional tone of their texts. The
paper specifically addresses the role of language in the creation of lyrical images, the expression
of philosophical ideas, and the portrayal of character psychology in prose. By analyzing selected
works of prominent Russian authors such as Alexander Pushkin, Mikhail Lermontov, Fyodor
Dostoevsky, and Leo Tolstoy, the study investigates how linguistic choices reflect both the
aesthetic and ideological dimensions of Russian literary traditions. Furthermore, the paper
highlights the evolution of literary language over time and its impact on the development of
Russian literary style, emphasizing key stylistic shifts in the 19th and 20th centuries. The
findings contribute to a deeper understanding of the ways in which language serves as a tool for
conveying meaning, enhancing emotional expression, and shaping literary identity in Russian
literature.
Key words: Linguistic analysis, language and style, lyric poetry, prose, syntax, vocabulary,
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INTRODUCTION
This topic explores the linguistic and stylistic features of Russian literature, specifically focusing
on the language used in both lyric poetry and prose. The study involves an in-depth analysis of
how language and style function in these two literary forms and how they contribute to the
overall meaning, emotional tone, and philosophical content of the texts.
1. Linguistic Features of Lyric Poetry
 Linguistic Analysis of Lyrics: The language in Russian lyric poetry is often highly
stylized and rich in metaphors, symbolism, and other stylistic devices. This form of literature
typically aims to evoke strong emotions and express the inner feelings of the poet. Features like
rhythm, rhyme, and sound patterns play an important role in shaping the emotional atmosphere
of the poem.
 Stylistic Devices in Lyric Poetry: The analysis will examine how various stylistic
devices—such as metaphors, similes, and personification—are used in poetry to convey deeper
meanings, emotional depth, and philosophical ideas. The focus is on how the poet manipulates
language to evoke imagery and emotional response.
2. Linguistic Features of Prose
 Linguistic Analysis of Prose: In prose, the language serves to construct characters,
develop plot, and convey the author's philosophical views. The study explores how Russian
prose writers, such as Dostoevsky, Tolstoy, and Pushkin, use language to build complex
characters, represent psychological states, and present social and philosophical issues. Syntax,
diction, and narrative voice are analyzed in the context of prose.
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 Characterization through Language: The paper examines how language is used to depict
the inner world of characters, their relationships, and social environments. Prose often focuses on
dialogue, character development, and detailed descriptions, which are integral to understanding
the emotional and psychological complexities of the characters.
3. The Evolution of Russian Literary Style
 The study also looks at how the use of language in Russian literature has evolved over
time, particularly between the 19th and 20th centuries. It explores stylistic shifts, such as the
transition from classical to modern literary forms, and the ways in which language reflects
changing social, political, and cultural contexts.
4. The Role of Language in Conveying Ideology
 A key element of the analysis is the role of language in expressing ideological themes in
literature. For example, how authors use linguistic techniques to explore philosophical concepts,
social issues, and existential questions, and how these ideas are communicated through style.

The stylistic evolution in Russian literature reflects significant historical, cultural, and
philosophical shifts. Over the centuries, Russian writers adapted their literary styles to respond to
social changes, political movements, and ideological transformations. This evolution can be
understood as a progression through several key literary movements, each characterized by
distinct linguistic and stylistic choices.
LITERATURE REVIEW ANDMETHODOLOGY
Here is a breakdown of the major phases in the stylistic evolution of Russian literature:
1. Classical Period (18th Century - Early 19th Century)
 Language and Style: The classical period of Russian literature was heavily influenced
by Western European literature, especially French and German. The style was formal, precise,
and often restrained, with an emphasis on decorum and morality. In this period, the language was
rich in classical references and aligned with the traditions of Enlightenment thought.
 Notable Authors: Denis Fonvizin, Alexander Sumarokov, and Gavrila Derzhavin.
 Key Features: The language was characterized by its formal structure, clear syntax, and
a focus on didacticism and moral lessons. Writers used stylized rhetoric to communicate social
norms and ideals.
 Transition to Romanticism: The classical style gave way to the more emotional and
imaginative expressions found in Romanticism.
2. Romanticism (Early 19th Century - Mid 19th Century)
 Language and Style: Russian Romanticism brought a shift toward individuality, emotion,
and nature. The language of Romantic writers was more fluid, expressive, and focused on
portraying personal emotions and the sublime. Nature was often depicted as a mirror of the soul.
 Notable Authors: Alexander Pushkin, Mikhail Lermontov, and Alexander Griboedov.
 Key Features: Romantic writers embraced vivid imagery, symbolism, and dramatic
expression. They often used the language to convey intense emotions, idealized visions of nature,
and personal freedom. The use of vernacular Russian became more prominent, moving away
from the rigid classical forms.
 Philosophical Influence: The Romantic period was heavily influenced by the
philosophical ideas of transcendentalism and the exploration of the inner self. Writers sought to
challenge societal conventions and express personal freedom through their stylistic choices.
3. Realism (Mid 19th Century - Late 19th Century)
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 Language and Style: The Realist movement emerged as a response to Romantic
idealism, focusing on depicting everyday life and societal issues with objectivity and accuracy.
The style became more grounded, with a focus on clear, straightforward language to describe
ordinary characters and events.
 Notable Authors: Leo Tolstoy, Fyodor Dostoevsky, Ivan Turgenev, and Anton Chekhov.
 Key Features: Realism involved detailed and realistic descriptions of characters, settings,
and social conditions. The language was often precise and unadorned, yet capable of conveying
deep psychological complexity. Writers like Dostoevsky and Tolstoy used dialogue and internal
monologue to explore the moral and psychological struggles of their characters.
 Philosophical Influence: Realists were concerned with social reform and the moral
implications of human actions. They used language to expose the flaws and injustices within
society and to delve into the complexities of human nature.
 Psychological Depth: One of the hallmark features of Realist prose was its exploration
of the human psyche. Dostoevsky's use of stream-of-consciousness and psychological
exploration marked a revolutionary shift in narrative technique.
4. Symbolism and Modernism (Late 19th Century - Early 20th Century)
 Language and Style: Symbolism and Modernism marked a departure from the
rationality of Realism, moving toward a more subjective, fragmented, and metaphorical use of
language. Writers sought to capture the inner workings of the mind and the elusive nature of
reality. The style became more experimental and abstract.
 Notable Authors: Andrei Bely, Fyodor Sologub, and the early works of Vladimir
Mayakovsky.
 Key Features: The Symbolist movement employed complex metaphors, allusions, and
symbolic language. Writers sought to convey the ineffable and the mystical, often using
ambiguous and multi-layered symbolism. Modernist writers further experimented with narrative
form, structure, and perspective.
 Philosophical Influence: This period was heavily influenced by existentialism, the
breakdown of traditional social structures, and the questioning of reality itself. Language became
a tool for exploring the subconscious, alienation, and individual subjectivity.
 Poetic Innovation: In poetry, Russian Symbolists emphasized sound, rhythm, and the
musicality of language, using language not only to convey meaning but to create an aesthetic
experience.
5. Soviet Literature (Early 20th Century - Mid 20th Century)
 Language and Style: Under the Soviet regime, literature became a tool for political
propaganda. Writers had to adhere to Socialist Realism, which dictated that literature must depict
idealized versions of Soviet life and workers. The style was often straightforward, didactic, and
optimistic, designed to promote the values of communism.
 Notable Authors: Maxim Gorky, Mikhail Sholokhov, and Boris Pasternak (in his later
works).
 Key Features: Socialist Realism mandated that characters be heroic and embody the
virtues of the Soviet state. The language was utilitarian, focused on clarity and simplicity, and
often idealized the working class, portraying them as the foundation of Soviet society.
 Philosophical Influence: Literature was used as a tool for social change, promoting
Marxist-Leninist ideas. The government sought to shape public opinion and reinforce the power
of the state.
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 Post-Stalinist Literature: After Stalin's death, some writers like Pasternak and
Solzhenitsyn began to push against these restrictions, producing works that explored individual
suffering and the moral cost of totalitarianism.
6. Post-Soviet Literature (Late 20th Century - Present)
 Language and Style: After the fall of the Soviet Union, Russian literature experienced a
return to more personal, experimental, and diverse expressions. Writers experimented with
narrative structures, language, and genre. There was a renewed interest in exploring historical
trauma, national identity, and the individual's place in society.
 Notable Authors: Vladimir Sorokin, Lyudmila Ulitskaya, and Viktor Pelevin.
 Key Features: Post-Soviet literature is marked by a blending of genres, a play with
narrative voice, and the exploration of the absurd. The style varies from the deeply philosophical
to the satirical, often with an ironic commentary on the post-Soviet condition.
 Philosophical Influence: The collapse of Soviet ideology opened up a space for new
philosophical and political inquiries, with many authors grappling with the questions of identity,
freedom, and the legacies of the Soviet past.
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