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Abstract. The method of distance education today has almost the same level as
traditional education. This method is widely used especially in teaching foreign
languages. This thesis discusses the importance, place, advantages, and
methodological role of distance education in teaching English.
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INTRODUCTION

Scientific research in the field of distance learning for people of different ages
and backgrounds is being conducted in almost all countries of the world. Previously,
training was limited to studying numerous printed sources or listening to audio
recordings with English dialogues and texts. In the modern period of development of
methods of teaching foreign languages, distance learning is coming to the fore.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

The main problem why distance learning methods began to develop is the rapid
dissemination of information and the great distance between those who want to learn
and those who want to teach from each other. The difficulty of self-education, even
using the best materials, without regular contact with a teacher is obvious.
Independent study of the English language practically does not bring results: a
student can easily spoil his pronunciation in an attempt to remember words on his
own, without the help of a teacher. Without systematic and effective feedback from
the teacher, no courses or teaching materials will help you learn the language at the

proper level.
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That is why, in recent years, the world's leading educational institutions have
started or are planning to start research in the field of distance learning in foreign
languages, including such a popular language as English. Most of the methods
presented on the Internet can be divided into two large groups: independent study of
the English language using the materials provided and distance learning by
communicating with a teacher through modern communication means: webinars or
Skype, Zoom conferences [2].

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The overall effectiveness of teaching English remotely depends on several
components [3]:

— use of the latest and classical pedagogical technologies;

— effectiveness and feedback opportunities;

— the effectiveness of the classes and the interaction between the student and
the teacher;

— the effectiveness of the methods used and the professionalism of the teacher;

— personal motivation of the student.

Thus, the quality of the knowledge gained and the overall success of distance
learning always depend on the methodological quality of the materials used and the
method of organizing classes [1].

Technical solutions for distance learning

Currently available information technologies have at their disposal practically
unlimited possibilities for processing, placement, storage and, which is very
important for remote techniques, delivery of any data, of any volume and to any
distance. In such conditions, the main issue remains the choice of a teacher and his
organizational abilities. This means: the selection of material for learning, teaching
methods and the general structure of the educational process. It is necessary to
understand exactly what conceptual pedagogical methods underlie the construction of
a distance learning course in English. Most often, all methods share the following

characteristics:
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1. Training in which the main burden falls on the student. Independent work is
focused on developing the necessary language skills and mastering different types of
written and oral speech. Such distance learning requires good didactic material,
presented in a convenient and understandable form. This is a fairly flexible method of
distance learning - knowledge can be acquired when and where it is convenient for
the student. He can read or listen to materials on the road or at home, during his lunch
break or in a cafe.

2. The student must have some mandatory skills: he must be able to use a
personal computer, popular programs for communication and learning (Zoom, Skype,
Tell Me More system and others). The student must be proficient in different types of
independent work: be able to work with electronic dictionaries and reference books,
be able to search, study and introductory reading. Of course, with a well-designed
English language course, all necessary materials are provided immediately, and
questions and difficulties in learning are resolved during consultations and feedback
seminars.

3. Distance learning should not be passive. Very often, during classes, even in
small groups of 2-4 people, students behave passively. The teaching methodology
involves the active involvement of students in cognitive activities, which involve
acquiring knowledge and solving numerous linguistic communicative problems. Thus,
learning via Zoom allows you to carry out various creative and scientific projects
with the help of international organizations and direct native English speakers.

4. The i1ssue of monitoring the assimilation of acquired knowledge and the
ability to apply it in various life situations is very important. Such reviews should be
systematic and based on clear and regular feedback. There should be separate
consultations where complex issues will be considered and the teacher will be able to
adequately assess what exactly 1s more difficult for the student. It is also worth using
delayed control in the form of testing [5].

An effective distance learning model
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Any distance learning methodology must always flexibly combine the
systematic and operational interaction of a professional teacher and the independent
cognitive work of the student. He can study both from recommended literature and
from independently found information on the Internet. It is considered an excellent
way to test language skills by watching feature films and scientific programs in
English, perhaps with subtitles turned off at first.

If classes are not held individually, but in small groups, it is necessary to
ensure the interaction of group members within the framework of joint language
projects, possibly with the participation of foreigners who are native speakers. They
usually organize discussions, presentations, and video seminars on certain topics.
Even participation in international post-crossing - exchanging postcards with
unfamiliar foreigners through the international Postcrossing program - will have a
positive impact.

Progress monitoring should be carried out systematically and should be taken
into account when the teacher draws up new lesson plans. Control can be carried out
in the form of open and closed testing, real-time listening, writing reports and
abstracts on various topics. To store results and report, it is recommended to use
progressive programs of the Tell Me More training system or available services from
Google. For online classes you will need a special web account, which is provided by
various Internet services.

Electronic reference books, seminars and textbooks, divided into various
modules, are used as didactic material. Each module should be aimed at studying one
area of the language, but all modules should also have joint application in practice.
CONCLUSION

Modern methods of distance learning in English and other foreign languages
should always include the “three pillars” of learning — obtaining information,
independent work and monitoring the mastery of the material. The teacher should
concentrate his work on the principles of: open interaction with the student and

adjustment of educational modules, depending on the student’s success and goals. For
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distance learning, all the achievements of computer technology and software are used:

audio books, online webinars and personal communication via Zoom and other online

video chats. Language portals and the latest technologies offer the widest

opportunities for students: you can study in small groups or individually, without

leaving your home, receiving all the necessary materials to your email address or to

your personal account.
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